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Metro 
Recycling Goal

90 by 90 by 2042

90% of potential customers 
participating in recycling programs

90% of recoverable materials 
captured

Middle term goal is 80 by 70 by 
2026



Questions

How do we get people to recycle 
more?

What does it take to reduce 
contamination?

How much more high-value 
recyclable materials can be 
captured through curbside 
collections?



Capture Rate Studies

Household 
Level Data

Allows you to see how much recyclable material is 
being generated, how much of it is making it into 
the recycling stream, and how much non-recyclable 
material is ending up in the recycling cart. 

Gives you the power to chart and track household 
behavior patterns, identify the areas of greatest 
opportunity for behavior change.

Perhaps most importantly, gives us a solid baseline 
for measuring the impacts of outreach campaigns 
and other efforts to boost recovery and decrease 
contamination. 



Capture Rate vs. Recycling Rate



Capture Rate vs. Recycling Rate



Example cities 
where capture 
rate studies 
help guide 
decisions

Atlanta

Denver

Chicago



Potential 
Measurements

• Capture Rate: Ratio of 
quantity of recyclable 
materials diverted for 
recovery, to the total 
quantity of recyclable 
materials available for 
recovery.

• Example is entire USD. 



Goal for 
Louisville

• How much recycling is lost to garbage from 
households who recycle?

• What commodities would be most advantageous to 
target to increase with education and outreach 
campaigns?

• How much and what type of contamination is in 
recycling containers?

• What  is the best contaminant to start with for an 
education and outreach program to reduce it. 

Conduct capture rate studies to learn…

• Low-income area vs High-income area?
• Suburban vs. Urban?
• Organized vs Unorganized Collection System
• Other waste streams?

Areas to target…



Our Ask

We want the subcommittee to support and 
assist in creating an RFP to conduct a capture 
rate study(s) of existing households that 
currently recycle that will inform our 
residential outreach and education focus with 
a goal of getting them to recycle more and 
reducing contamination.
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